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number of works on rhetoric had been published.1 The whole
rhetorical theory of the sophists3 who based education on the
individual's natural talents, seems summarized in the sentence:
'Nature teaches a man to speak, art to speak well/2

The public, in spite of its general interest, had only vague
and often wrong ideas on this subject, and might confuse it
with quite different matters That, however, does not apply
only to language and rhetoric, but to most of the activities of
those sophists whose character Is disclosed when they solemnly
bring out from the depth of their minds some learned stuff,
often only a triviality.8 The people considered them Idlers, and
liked to include, under the name of sophists, not only teachers
and thinkers, but also soothsayers, physicians, astronomers
and their like,4 Clerks and altar-beggars are said to be typical
of the Athens of the time, a remark which reveals both the
spread of intellectual education and the progress of social
degradation.5 Many of these men were parasites who got all
they could from State and cult. But they were also "sophists',
because they made a bargain with wisdom and teaching,
because they lived on their brains For 'reason is like Pro-
metheus to mankind', says the comedian Platon, with ironical
admiration. In a play which Is called The Sophists *

The comic poets, In fact, attacked two groups: on the one
hand, the ^//educated men of low origin, the upstarts who
became demagogues; on the other, the miseducated ones, the
young men, spoiled by modern education, who considered
themselves wise and clever.7 Hyperboles, who took lessons In
rhetoric, was infected by both evils, that of being uneducated
as well as that of being miseducated.8 A man, on the other
hand, who was both Vise' and 'inspired by the Muses', If he
really deserved this characterization, was the type which old-
fashioned education tried to shape.9 Once it had been the
natural consequence of being a citizen to be taught by the
community life of the Polls. Simonides' famous sentence 'The
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5Fio83fF An example of this is Nikomacnos, mentioned in F.f 506, wliose
career is disclosed by Lysias XXX: son of a skve, clerk (xhroypaii}Jicnrsj$),
member of the commission for law-reform, etc
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